2008 / 2009 Managed Forest Inspection
Summary Report

The Private Managed Forest Land Council (Council) completed an inspection of selected managed
forests during the fall and winter of 2008/2009. These inspections are an important component of the
Managed Forest program and the Council's function in monitoring the implementation of forest practices
on managed forest land.

This report provides an executive summary of the inspections. The inspection team was made up of
professional foresters familiar with operations on private forest land and the object of the Private
Managed Forest Land legislation. The purpose was to assess owners’ performance in managing their
forest properties with respect to the management commitments and legislation, and to assess owners'
knowledge of private managed forest regulations, specifically, the Private Managed Forest Land Council
Regulation, 2007.

Of the 29 managed forests selected for inspection, 13 were in the interior of the province and 16 on the
coast. This sample represents 13% of managed forest in the program and was comprised of a range of
mid-sized to small properties. The 13 selected managed forests in the interior were located in the
Thompson Okanagan area and were inspected in October 2008. The 16 selected managed forests in the
coastal region were located on Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands; these inspections took place
October 2008 to March 2009.

For each property discussions were held with the owners regarding their forest management activities.
This provided owners with an opportunity to discuss the Council regulation, and bring forward any
guestions or concerns they had. A sample of activities was inspected; these included recent harvesting
including the protection of fish streams, the condition of newly constructed or maintained roads, and the
regeneration status of both older and recent cutblocks.

Properties

Most of the properties inspected had no forest management activities within the past five years other than
firewood cutting and monitoring of young stands. Five properties had timber harvesting activity within the
past five years. The inspection team found that in general, previously harvested lands have been
reforested and have appropriate stocking of vigorous, healthy young trees.
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Observations

1. Knowledge of legislative requirements

The inspectors found that other than the few active holdings that are being managed by forestry
consultants, owners’ knowledge of regulatory requirements was in general moderate to weak. As these
owners have not been actively harvesting or road building, the level of regulatory knowledge is not an
immediate concern. However the owners were encouraged to increase their knowledge of the managed
forest legislative requirements. Both the recent Forest Practices Guide infoflip ™, which was sent to each
owner in December 2008 and the Council website were pointed out as good sources of information.

Where applicable the classification of streams and the protection of fish habitat and drinking water quality
were as required by the regulation; no issues were noted.

Overall, operational practices were noted to be consistent with the legislation and the owners'
management commitments, with a few exceptions, see Reforestation below.

2. Management Commitments

A management commitment is a legal requirement that must be accepted by Council before a property is
classed as managed forest land under the Assessment Act. It serves to describe and document an
owner’s forest management objectives for a property. Overall, objectives and strategies outlined in the
management commitments were found to be a reasonable representation of the status and operation of
the managed forests. For several properties, the management commitment maps were found to be
outdated or insufficient in detail to facilitate planning of future operations and stand tending activities.
Updating of maps was recommended to these owners.

3. Reforestation

Most of the young stands inspected were found to be well stocked and healthy. However several
properties had areas that were considered at risk of meeting future reforestation requirements due to
reforestation difficulties, including two properties in the interior and five on the coast. On one property the
inspector observed that a portion of an area logged 7 years ago appeared to be below the minimum
restocking requirements and was potentially in contravention of the regulation. Consequently this concern
was investigated by Council.

The most notable threats to establishing successful vigorous regeneration were found to be: browsing of
young seedlings by deer, particularly on the Gulf Islands but also noted in the interior; brush competition
including grass, low brush, and maple coppice; and drought conditions both in the interior and on the
coast. The inspectors noted that the owners experiencing the reforestation challenges are committed to
ensuring that their reforestation obligations will be met. Obtaining professional advice from a forestry
consultant was recommended to the owners with the most serious challenges. In addition, partly in
response to the interest of owners seeking technical advice regarding stand management, a workshop
has been proposed for summer 2009 on the Gulf Islands for coastal owners. This workshop would
include discussions of reforestation techniques and stand tending regimes and practices.

4. Marketability of small harvest volumes

Impediments to timber harvesting due to low harvest volumes and remote locations with accompanying
high logging costs and marketing challenges were particularly noted for the smaller properties on the Gulf
Islands. Cooperative harvesting and marketing of logs from such properties were suggested as possible
solutions.
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Conclusion

The inspectors commented on the enthusiasm with which the owners showcased their managed forests
and the range of attributes present — healthy forest stands, riparian habitat, water quality and wildlife
presence. It was the opinion of the inspectors that the owners endeavor to practice responsible forest
stewardship and in so doing, enhance the productivity and value of their forest assets.

The 2008/2009 managed forest site inspection program found that overall the owners are managing their
properties in accordance with their management commitments and regulatory requirements of the Private
Managed Forest Land Act.
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